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Like slavery and apartheid,
poverty Is not natural. It IS man-
made and it can be overcome and

eradicated by the actions of
human beings.

- Nelson Mandela
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Poverty Is a Cycle that can be
Broken by our Students

A An example of an integrated English/
Humanities course in Grade 6 focusing on
Development

A Service focused expeditions i linking the
curriculum with project work

Susan Edwards
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What Is the Purpose of Education?

Marian Wright Edelman
famously defined the purpose
of education:

NEducati on 1 s
the lives of others and for
leaving your community
and world better than you
found 1 t. o0
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Grade 6 Development Unit

An integrated English
and Humanities unit
of study
I Simulation activities

I Theoretical
understanding

I Literature

10 weeks 1 6 hours per

week
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Miniature Earth

Reduci ng th
population to a Global
Village of 100 people.
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The Hunger Banquet

An attenti on
the unit. Promoted as a
ONew Year O0Ss

Simulation Activity
I Income distribution:
15% wor | dOosearpopu
> US 8,900 per annum
30% wor | dosearp o p Ul
between US725 - $8,900 pa W,

55% wor | do searpless ulesss
than US790 per annum
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The Hunger Banquet

Simulation Activity

I Income distribution and
use of t he wOo
resources:

15% worl dos

86 % of worl do L'-_é
30% worl dos po é

~ ol Tae
10% of wor |l do ur
55% worl dés popul ation wuse
4% of worl dds resources
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What do the students say?

A | never knew that people in developing
countries were suffering that much. | think
today was a good experience for many
students, including me.

A We should have an equal share of
resources no matter who we are. We are
after all, all human beings.
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Under no circumstances will X be participating in any more "New Year's
Picnic's" or anything to do with her being deprived of lunch. It eludes me
what the children are to learn from this particular exercise.

Not only was she not able to eat lunch during the banquet, she was
forced to continue classes for the day on an empty stomach. By the
time X could eat her lunch it was soggy in her lunchbox and she had to
throw it in the bin. There was no time to buy lunch and | gave her no
money. So not only did she not eat lunch she had to throw food away!
The school may think it quite fun/ smart for the curriculum to be "hands
on", but in this case as a parent | am less than pleased that little thought
put into the consequences of this exercises.

So what was achieved today other than;

a. My daughter participated in something that left her without food but
was made to continue to the school day.

b. We paid $2 to feed the children that received blue cards.

c. We were forced to waste perfectly good food that we gave her for
lunch that had obviously cost money and then needed to be thrown in

: -
the rubbish bin! R UWCSEA
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Measuring Development

Humanities:

A Human Development
Index

A North-South Divide

A A brief look at colonization:
causes underlying the
North-South Divide

English
The Breadwinner I Deborah Ellis
The Clay Marble T Min Fong Ho
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Living In Doralla

A Creating an identity. Developing journal
writing
A Students live in a fictitious rural community

In a Less Economically Developed
Country

A Subsistence farming i the Poverty
Simulation Game. Crops, diseases, events
and drought
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Moving to El Hopa

Simulation Activity:

A Leaving Doralla; Arriving in El
Hopa i the City of Dreams

A Problems of urbanisation

A Push i Pull factors. Living in a
shanty town

A Poverty Puzzle
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Living In a Shanty

A The issues of
urbanization

A Hopes and dreams
of moving to the
city

A Construction of a
shanty house

Slumgirl Dreaming by
Rubina Al
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Paper Bag Factory

A Child labour
simulation

A Students are
able to respond
to an
advertisement
offering children
the chance of
employment
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Paper Bag Factory

A The pressures of life
Iving at a subsistence
evel in the city

A Importance of education;
the difficulty of obtaining
an education

A Vulnerability

Igbal by FrancescoD 6 Al f o n's s

Three Cups of Tea by Greg
Mortenson
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Petition Day

A It is an election year in El
Hopa. An opportunity to
petition the government for
Improvements to the shanty
town

A Working children of El Hopa
shanty town - buskers,
roaming sellers, shoe
shiners, bag carriers

A The residents of the shanty
town are forcibly evicted.
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AT

Novel Studies

ne Clay Marble T Ming Fong Ho

AT

ne Breadwinner (also entitled Parvana) i Deborah

E
AT

lIs

nree Cups of Tea 1 Greg Mortenson

A Igbali FrancescoD6 Al f ons o
A Slumairl Dreaming i Rubina Ali

A No Gun for Asmir i Christobel Mattingley
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Film Studies

A To Speak directed by Craig Owers.

A true story of a girl who has faith in Tabitha, Cambodia and
encourages her village to join the savings programme to
break the cycle of poverty.

A Langitku, Rumahku (My Sky, My Home). Released by
the Australian Film Industry.

Set in Jakarta, a boy from the wealthy suburbs of South
Jakarta befriends a boy from a slum area. A journey of
mutual understanding and enduring friendship.
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Four of the Favourites

www.thehungersite.com
Donate rice with a simple click!

www.freerice.orq

Vocabulary building, grammar, punctuation, geography,
maths exercises, where the students can test their skills
and donate free rice. Itis a great time waster when
there is marking and reports to write!

www.first8.org/index_eng.html

Mi I Il enni um Devel opment Goal s
http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus

Loads of excellent information and statistics
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http://www.thehungersite.com/
http://www.freerice.org/
http://www.first8.org/index_eng.html
http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus

The Qutcomes

A Students who are knowledgeable

A Students who are passionate

A Students who are empathetic

A Students who can select an effective NGO

A Students ready to take action
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Questions
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You must be the change you
wish to see In the world.

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Grade 8 History Unit

Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge Regime
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Grade 8 History Unit

Poverty: An historical context
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